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     In this month’s Happenings, we are quoting  Patrick on 5 questions he asked his students on Buddhism, the major religion 
in Cambodia. 
     There are supposedly 5 Buddhas that will have lived on earth.  The 4th Buddha is currently worshipped until the year 2500 
when the 5th and final Buddha will be born.  He will die a certain number of reincarnational deaths and then enter Nirvana.  
In the year 5000, Buddhism will end.  The heavens and the earth will be burned up and all the “evil people” with it.  Those 
who are “good” will live in heaven with the angels.  They won’t go to Nirvana.  That is reserved for the “gods” and for the 
Buddhas.  Nirvana was described as a place of total peace where there was no love, no anger, no hunger, no danger, no sin, 
and no circle of life and death (i.e. reincarnation). 
     My first question was, “How good do you have to be to get to heaven?”  The question had some relevancy for the 
students, but in other ways it was confusing in the sense that people cycle in and out of heaven through reincarnation.  How 
good  you were determines what form or status you will assume in the next life.  If you were really bad, you might come 
back as an animal.   Answers: --you must completely destroy and eliminate all lustful desires; --obey the 5,8, or 10 precepts. 
The 5 are: Honor your parents; Do not murder; Do not commit adultery; Do not steal; Go to the pagoda on every holy day. 
You must also follow Buddha’s words or be a nun in the pagoda; be merciful, forgiving, do good for others, and participate 
in building a pagoda, hospital, road, etc. 
     My 2nd question was, “Who decides if you are good enough to go to heaven?”  There was only one answer—Our 
“desires” to go to heaven and our actions determine if we go…….no one decides. 
     My 3rd question was, ”What is the heaven like that Buddha is in?” Buddha is in Nirvana which is reserved for the 5 
Buddhas and unknown nameless gods.  The word “god” is used differently in Cambodia.  Someone who achieves 
enlightenment like or who is in a supreme position like the king is referred to as a “god.”   
     There are two basic kinds of Buddhism.  There is the “large vehicle” and the “small vehicle.”  People who practice large 
vehicle Buddhism believe that many people can get into heaven to be reincarnated.  Small vehicles Buddhist believers say 
that not many people go to heaven.  If you don’t make the grade in small vehicle Buddhism, I think you are recycled in hell 
with the “king of hell” passing judgment and determining what or who you will be reincarnated into.  It can get a little fussy 
and convoluted sometimes as you try to put all the pieces together.  So don’t quote me on the complete accuracy of all this.  
What is accurate is the level of understanding and clarity that exists among the followers of the Buddhist religion. 
     My 4th question was, “Should I be nervous about believing in Buddhism if Buddha said that he was not a god but his 
followers decided he was?  Buddha also supposedly told his followers not to follow his path but to find their own.  Should 
that make me nervous as to which path to follow?”  The answers I received to these questions centered on the concept of 
“god” in Cambodia and how it was different than the Christian belief.  They only concurred that Buddha said these things. 
     The 5th question was, “Should I be nervous that I don’t know the names of your gods in heaven (Nirvana)?  How many are 
there?  Which one created everything?”  No student received any answers to these questions when they queried their sources. 
     The sixth question: “How do the Buddhist gods feel about you and me?  What have they promised us”  are they with us 
now helping us to live a godly life?”  The following were the responses: Buddha feels pity and worry because he does not 
want us to become sinners by our lustful desires; Buddha fancies people…he delights in them;  The gods have made only one 
promise.  If you do good, you will get a good result. 
     My final question was, “Do your gods in heaven (Nirvana) forgive people when they sin?”  There is no forgiveness in 
Buddhism according to the student’s findings.  One response was, “The king of hell judges people, but what he does after 
judgment is a “secret.” 

                                   PRAYER REQUESTS 
1. Pray for Patrick and Barb as they deal with their students concerning Buddhism. 
2. Pray for recently new believers on the field. 
3. Pray for a new ministry team to go in January. 
4. Pray for the teaching session which has just begun. 
5. Pray for the HAP leadership as they make presentations in churches and private homes this fall. 
{ We would love to make a presentation in your church or home.  If interested please contact us at:  
Box 203, Victor, NY 14564 } 


